
MacTest - ESOL Placement Test
MacTest is a computer based testing programme used particularly to evaluate the English skills of NESB (non-English-speaking background) students for placement purposes. MacTest requires one hour to administer and contains the following five sections: reading comprehension, vocabulary, syntax, spelling and grammar. MacTest has been trialled on approximately 1500 students over five years and has proven reliability in determining the appropriate level of English.

MacTest internet version enables an ESOL teacher to test and place as many students as needed within one hour. It is a 140 question initial test that is done through internet and is marked automatically. The results are saved into a spreadsheet format so that they can be sorted, ranked and evaluated. There is no need for the ESOL teacher to be present during the testing if a supervisor is available. MacTest is self-explanatory so there is no need for a specialized supervisor. This means that the ESOL teacher can test hundreds of students, place them in the appropriate courses and spend no more than one minute on the job. All the teacher needs to do is to open the designated spreadsheet, sort columns by “percent”, print it out and underline the benchmark for each level - and the job is done. 

There are six levels and each level has the following benchmark:


 
Sitting the Test

When students sit the test, they will have to enter their names and form class. When the student has filled in all personal details, “Submit” button should be pressed. Instructions as how to do the test should be read carefully, after that the student should click on “Continue with Test”.

If the student runs out of time, the programme can be quit using the “Finish early” link. The marks up to that point are then saved. The student should finish the test within 60 minutes (except if the student is not familiar with word-processing and needs more time for typing.)

Marking the Tests

The tests are marked by the computer and the results are saved on the spreadsheet as follows:

· details of each student

· the date and time the test was taken

· the results for each student

· the school where the test has taken place

An example of the spreadsheet:

	No.
	Surname
	First N.
	School
	Class
	Start
	Finish
	Date
	Points
	Total
	%
	Ans
	Tested at
	School Code

	28
	kim
	young 
	BBI
	8cvm
	09:17:32
	09:57:59
	18/11/2004
	53
	140
	38
	140
	Macleans
	210.54.25.22

	29
	Kim
	Nayna
	Macleans 
	9bts
	09:09:13
	09:58:43
	18/11/2004
	100
	140
	71
	140
	Macleans
	210.54.25.22

	30
	Jin
	William
	Macleans
	9bts
	08:56:19
	09:58:52
	18/11/2004
	68
	140
	49
	140
	Macleans 
	210.54.25.22

	31
	Seo
	Stephen
	Macleans
	9bts
	08:58:11
	09:58:56
	18/11/2004
	80
	140
	57
	140
	Macleans 
	210.54.25.22

	32
	Kong
	Angela
	Macleans
	11mth
	08:56:23
	10:01:46
	24/11/2004
	74
	140
	53
	140
	Macleans 
	210.54.25.22

	33
	he
	lisa
	macleans
	11mth
	09:10:07
	10:03:01
	24/11/2004
	70
	140
	50
	140
	Macleans
	210.54.25.22

	34
	Luo
	Tracy
	Macleans 
	10btm
	09:01:21
	10:05:16
	11/12/2004
	85
	140
	61
	140
	Macleans 
	210.54.25.22


Writing other Tests

The same programme can be used for writing different tests in Word or any other Word processing programme. The test is saved from Word as type “Text only”. The programme recognizes this format and converts it into the MacTest testing programme. In fact one of the main advantages of the programme is that tests can be written in Word, a programme that can be used by most teachers. Guidance as to the format of the tests can be given. Tests written are not limited to ESOL, and most subjects can be tested. Test questions can be True/False, Multiple Choice (4 or 5 choices) or fill-in type questions. Question types can be mixed in any test; the programme works out the type of test from the format of the question. Images and sound files can be incorporated into the questions to make them more versatile and interesting. Images are very useful in Science questions and sound clips are useful in language aural comprehension tests. Examples of tests written for other subjects can be supplied.

Images

Images, if used, must be in GIF or JPG format. The size of the image should be 240 x 160 pixels, or thereabouts. Line drawings can be scanned on a scanner. These should be made 2.0 cm x 1.3 cm. Images can be obtained from a variety of places. If you wish to make your own diagram, any drawing programme can be used. However the thickness of the lines should be huge so that they can be seen on the screen. TopDraw is a reasonably easy programme to learn and is quite superior to Microsoft Draw, which is very limited. Corel Draw is also excellent of course, but does take some time to master.

Contact

For any further details contact Manukau Computer Services. Contact details are at the top of this email. Demo programme can be easily accessed by going to:

www.mancomp.co.nz
Click on “The MacTest Programme”, then “The ESOL/EFL Programme” and then “ESOL Demonstration Test”. Once you subscribe to the MacTest you will be given a code which will enable you to access “Administration Login” link (at the bottom of the MacTest page) and download the results as well as upload the tests you created yourself.

Cost

The cost of the programme for one year is 120 NZD for New Zealand, AU$120 and Australia and 70 EUR for Europe.

Manukau Computer Services
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